Atria to invest Rs 450 cr
in IPTV services in 2009

Soma Das
New Delhi, Jan 1

Bangalore-based mul-
ti-system operator Atria
Convergence Technologies
plansto invest Rs450 crore
next year to launch IPTV
services in its stronghold -
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh.

This comes at a time
when most media compa-
nies are deferring or can-
celing their
pre-determined expansion
and diversification plans.

Atriaplanstolaunchser-
vices in the states by mid-
January, and will follow it
upwithapan-Indiarollout.
It will fund the activity
through equity infusion,

debt and internal accruals.

"The basic idea is to de-
mocratise interactive ser-
vices. Currently, only 5% of
ourtotal populationhasac-
cess to the internet.
Through ourmodel of IPTV
service, we intend to target
the remaining 95% of the
population. We intend to
accomplish this through
converting the television
setinto a highly interactive
device," said Sunder Raju,
managing director, Atria
Convergence Technolo-
gies.

The company provides
cable TV services, broad-

~band services, digital TV

services and soft-launched
its IPTV services three
monthsago.

"We will offer easy e-

mailservicesthatcanbede-
livered through TVsetsand
can be used by elderly peo-
ple and those unaccus-
tomed to computer usage.
Wealsowanttobringinter-
active educational content
forschool children through
our [PTV services, for
whichwe are collaborating
witheducationists."

Atriaisalsobettingonits
video-on-demand service,
where it feels it will have a
distinct edge over DTH
services. |

Although the price
structureisyet to be firmed
up and will depend on the
services a customer sub-
scribes, an email service
may costlessthanRs 20 per
month. Atria is looking at
an ARPUofRs 500.




